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ADDRESS  AT  THE  EUNEEAL. 

By    key.    chandler    BOBBINS,    D.  D. 

TTTE  liJive  met  together,  ;it  the  call 
ul"  God's  wise  and  holy  Provi- 
dence, to  perform  the  last  offices  for  that 
dear  friend  whose  lifeless  form  awaits  its 
removal  at  our  hands  to  its  fnial  resting- 
place.  It  only  lingers  on  its  way  from 
the  home  which  it  has  adorned  and  served 
to  the  grave  which  is  open  to  receive  it, 
till  we  shall  lia\'c  hallowed  its  de]»arture. 


and  comforted  ourselves,  by  the  reading 
of  God's  holy  word  and  humble  prayer. 

But  there  are  feelings  in  our  hearts 
which  claim  expression,  there  is  a  duty 
of  our  love  to  be  discharged,  before  we 
proceed  to  those  sacred  acts.  If  one  of 
us  were  in  her  place  and  she  in  ours, 
teirs  of  love  would  glisten  in  her  eyes, 
and  fond  regrets  hll  her  heart.  We 
should  have  left  none  on  earth  to  mourn 
for  us  more  sincerely,  or  to  speak  of  us 
more  tenderly.  So  woidd  we  mourn,  and 
speak  of  her. 

A  life  so  valual)lo,  a  character  so  wor- 


tliy-,  a  heart  so  warm  and  true,  a  friend 
so  faithful,  a  Christian  so  consistent  and 
exemplary,  ought  not  to  pass  away  from 
the  earth  without  a  iust  and  alTectionate 
tril)ute  from  those  who  have  known  her 
virtues,  and  been  Ijlessed  bv  her  benefac- 
tions.  She  needs,  indeed,  no  human 
praise  :  she  has  ffone  bevond  the  reaeh 
of  our  eulogy.  If  she  has  met  the  a}»- 
proval  of  her  Heavenly  blaster,  she  has 
attained  the  highest  object  of  her  desire. 
But  we  should  be  wanting  in  gratitude 
to    Him    who    made    her   wliat    she    was 


and    gave   her    t(j    us,   if,   as    we   eneii"cle 


her'  bier,  to   take   the  last  look  and  say 
tlie  last  forcwell,  no  words  should  be  spo- 
ken  in    recoo'nition    and    commemoration 
.    of  the  precioiisiiess  of  the  gift. 

There  are  those  here  present  who  have 
known  her  longer  than  myself;  but  few 
Avho  can  have  known  her  better.  Besides 
being  a  member  of  the  Church  to  which 
I  minister,  she  was  during  several  years 
an  inmate  of  mv  own  familv.  I  had 
thus  the  best  of  opportunities  for  l)e- 
coming  intimately  accpiainted  with  her 
disposition  and  cliaracter.  Tliere  was, 
moreover,     a    peculiar    attractiveness,    I 


may  almost  say  fascination,  in  licr  influ- 
ence,  which  drew  me  towards  her,  as  it 
did  many  others,  and  constrained  me  to 
improye  those  opportunities  and  cultiyate 
that  acquaintance.  The  secret  of  that 
attractiyeness  I  soon  found,  in  the  rich- 
ness and  warmth  of  her  nature,  the  great 
vitahty  of  her  affections,  the  disinterested 
energy  of  her  spirit,  and  the  rare  com- 
bination of  a  forcible  and  persistent  will 
wath  quick  sympathies  and  a  gracious  and 
graceful  manner.  Moreover,  all  these 
natural  qualities  were  superintended  and 
guided,  improved  and  harmonized   by    a 


strong  Christian   faitli   and  high  religions 
aspirations. 

Wherever  her  lot  might  have  been 
cast,  she  would  have  impressed  herself 
upon  those  around  her ;  her  influence 
would  have  been  strong  and  valuable  ; 
she  would  have  adorned  her  station  ; 
she  would  have  made  herself  useful,  hon- 
ored and  beloved.  Her  heart  was  never 
cold,  her  mind  never  sluggish,  her  hands 
never  idle.  Yet  little  of  this  activity  was 
expended  upon  herself:  it  was  ever  find- 
inu'  its  exercise  and  its  eniovment  in 
ministering   to    others;  —  first,    to    tliose 


whoiu  0()(1  liad  jdaccd  nearest,  and  iiiwt, 
to  the  puor  and  the  sick,  tlie  aged  and 
the  desolate,  and  tlien,  to  a  still  widening 
eirele,  witli  no  restriction  within  tlie 
necessary  limit  of  human  power. 

Wlio  that  has  lived  within  lier  reach 
cannot  remember  some  kind  service  that 
she  has  rendered,  or  some  token  of  love 
she  has  bestowed  ?  And  how  many 
there  arc,  bevond  the  circle  of  her  rela- 
tives  and  friends,  who  associate  her  name 
witli  words  and  deeds  of  kindness  that 
have  made  it  precious. 

In  her  duties  to  God  she  was  as  faitli- 


fill  US  to  her  liiiman  ties.  She  luved 
His  IIoiiso  and  worshij).  Slie  loved  lier 
Saviour.  Slie  loved  the  Church.  No 
one  of  those  who,  at  different  times, 
have  sustained  to  her  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion, has  not  had  reason  to  respect  and 
confide  in  her,  as  a  devoted  co-worker 
in  sacred  duties,  a  kind  and  considerate 
])arishioner,  a  sincere  and  trustworthy 
friend.  None  even  of  those  who  have 
liabitually  associated  witli  lier  in  the 
services  of  the  Sanctuary,  or  in  the  social 
religious  meeting, —  who  have  taken  part 
with  her  in  the    elevating   and   beautiful 


acts  of  mutual  worship,  —  in  prayer  and 
sacred  sonu',  —  have  fjiih'(l  to  he  won  hv 
the  cordial  sympntliy  of  hci-  manner,  and 
to  he  impressed  hy  tlie  unaffected  fervor 
of  her  devotion.  There  is  not  one  of 
them  wlio  does  not  rememher  lier  as  a 
personal  friend,  —  certainly  there  is  not 
one  of  them  to  whom  she  did  not  show 
herself  friendly. 

How  dear  she  was  to  the  memhers  of 
her  immediate  family,  how  precious  in 
the  hosom  of  her  home,  we  can  onlv^ 
imagine,  we  may  not  attempt  to  tell. 
There,  her  affections  were  concentrated  ; 


there,  her  best  services  were  constantly 
rendered;  tliere,  the  full  sweetness .  and 
energy  of  her  intiuence  was  felt.  If, 
among  all  of  us  who  are  here  present, 
and  among  the  many  others  whose  regret- 
ful thoughts  are  directed  hitherward  at 
this  hour,  there  is  not  one  who  does  not 
grieve  that  we  shall  see  her  face  no 
more,  how  deep  must  be  the  sorrow,  how  . 
great  the  loss  of  those  Avho  superadd  to 
the  relation  of  friendship  the  strong  and 
tender  ties  of  kindred  ! 

She  died  as  she  had  lived,  —  believing, 
trusting,    loving    to    the    end.       In    the 


(•hainber  of  lier  sickness  she  manifested 
the  same  spirit  which  had  animated  her 
in  health,  and  she  gave  to  the  scene  of 
her  snffering  and  decline  the  same  attrac- 
tiveness which  attended  her  at  the  fire- 
side and  in  all  her  social  walks.  Calmlv 
and  meeklv  she  submitted  herself  to  the 
wise  and  perfect  A\  ill  which  ''  weakened 
her  strength  in  the  wav  and  shortened 
her  davs.''  Obedientlv  and  lovinjilv  she 
committed  her  soul  in  death  to  the  strong- 
and  tender  keeping  of  that  good  and 
g(Mitle  Shepherd  wliom  she  had  lovetl 
and   followed  in   life.     In    everv    woi'k    of 


I 


duty,  and  in  every  time  of  trial,  during 
licr  mortal  jjilgrimage,  she  had  found  his 
kind  support  and  proved  his  faithful  care  ; 
and  when  the  shadows  of  the  last  night 
fell  upon  her,  she  feared  not  to  trust 
{lis  promises  and  fall  asleep  upon  his 
arm. 
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